


RM Flag Project
The Buildings & Flags

1. BNZ Bank building, 315-325 Karangahape Rd | Metahaven

This building from 1966 is the third building constructed on 
Karangahape Road for the Bank of New Zealand. An example of the 
International Modernist style, the building was fully air conditioned and 
the upstairs staff room used to enjoy extensive views of the harbour.
Flag title: Strata 
A symbol that signals the current model of globalization: (horizontal) 
social connections operate across the boundaries of (vertical) structures, like 
corporations, institutions, or nation-states.

2. Samoa House, 283 Karangahape Rd | Joseph Churchward

This building by JASMaD architects was finished in 1978 and is the 
premises of the Samoan Consulate. The distinctive green striped glass 
panels on the façade evoke the woven patterns of the Pacific. The ovoid 
portion in Beresford St is based on a traditional Samoan Fale (meeting 
house), believed to be the first built outside Samoa. This award-winning 
building is a reminder of a time when there was a significant Polynesian 
presence on K’Road.

3. Naval & Family Hotel, 243 Karangahape Rd | Clara Chon

Designed by Arthur Wilson and built in 1897, this late Victorian corner 
pub is a superb example of its type. The building shows several stylistic 
influences including the English Baroque and the Queen Anne styles 
fashionable in the 1890s. This building has historical significance as a 
licensed premises building in continuous use for more than a century, and 
the site has been a place of gathering and interaction for almost 150 years. 

4. Vulcan Buildings, corner Vulcan Ln & Queen St | Åbäke

Designed by Holman, Moses and Watkins and built in 1928, it has highly 
decorated external facades, including a corner turret with cupola, and 
ornate public interiors. Occupied by a variety of small businesses, the 
building emphasised conservative architectural styles such as Stripped 
Classical and Baroque, while displaying modernity through the use of 
Chicago-style and Art Nouveau imagery. 
Information about the flag: In 1997, apart from RM starting its career as an 
artist run space, Ginger Spice did something, which, from our point of view was 
simply to re-hi-jack the Union Flag from the right wing people who hi-jacked it 
in the first place at the MTV awards by wearing THAT dress. As problematic a 
flag can be, we believe this redesign should replace the current one. 
God Bless Geri

5. Old South British Building, 3-13 Shortland St | Warren Olds

Built in 1929 and designed by Grierson, Aimer and Draffin for the South 
British Insurance Company, this is an example of a 1920’s ‘Chicago-style’ 
high-rise office block, frequently associated with the insurance industry. 
Self-consciously ‘modern’ in design, its interiors also include some of the 
finest Art Deco ornamentation in the city.
Information about the flag: “The object being now in this tilted position, V.M. 
was able to see moreover that, in addition to the two small windows on this side, 
through which the occupants were viewing him, there were also two more 
(cont. on opposite side)
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Åbäke is a collective of four graphic designers based in London.  Much of their 
work concentrates on the social aspect of design, the strength that collaboration 
can bring to a project and the context specificity of all projects. Patrick Lacey is 
from the UK, Kajsa Ståhl from Sweden, Benjamin Reichen and Maki Suzuki 
from France who decided to work together in the summer of 2000.
 
Dan Arps (b.1976, New Zealand) lives in Auckland.  His recent  exhibitions 
include:  “Shallow Relief ”, Gambia Castle, Auckland; “Toyota Corolla”, Neon 
Parc, Melbourne; “Fractal Tears”, Michael Lett, Auckland. 

Clara Chon is an artist based in Auckland.

Joseph Churchward: (b. 1933 Apia, Samoa) is an alphabet and advertising 
designer who lives in Hataitai, Wellington. He recently completed his 640th 
alphabet, and is currently working on a new design to be called Churchward 
Type.

Claire Cooper is an Auckland based graphic designer / image maker, 
whose practice encompasses an ever expanding and collapsing, imbricated 
and nebulous reticulum whose components are ancillary to Daedalean and 
magniloquent dispositions.

Tony de Lautour lives in Christchurch.

Metahaven, based in Brussels and Amsterdam, is a studio that explores the 
fields of design, architecture and geopolitics. Its partners are Vinca Kruk, 
Daniel van der Velden and Gon Zifroni. 

mixrice is a project team based in Seoul, Korea. Its members are Cho jieun and 
Yang chul mo. They have participated in group exhibitions including “Bad Boys, 
Here and Now: New political Art in Korea since 1990’s”, Kyeonggido Museum, 
Korea; “The Antagonistic Link”, Casco, Holland; and “A Dish Antenna”, 
Alternative Space Pool, Korea. 

Warren Olds (b. 1973 New Zealand) works as an artist and graphic designer, 
recently completing projects with Bruce Russell and Daniel Knorr. He lives in 
Freemans Bay.

Daniel Webby (b. 1980) Practice unravels in parallel threads, including but 
not limited to: diagrammatic explorations of process; an interest in social and 
psychological exchange; material restitution and profligacy. 

windows on the further side, and between these other two windows he could see 
what seemed to be, as he described it, a small flag or banner or emblem, the upper 
part of which was light blue. On the left was the representation of a sea-horse 
bearing a crown, and to the right of the sea-horse a number of signs or symbols. 
The lower part of the banner was golden. (See Figure 2.)” - Pedro Romaniuk, 
FSR, Vol. 19, No. 4, 1973

6.  New Zealand Guardian Trust Building, 105 Queen St | Dan Arps, 
mixrice

This steel-framed structure was built during the First World War as the 
headquarters of the New Zealand Insurance Company. Designed by 
William Gummer, it was modelled on turn-of-the-century commercial 
buildings in America, and is of Stripped Classical style. This building is the 
earliest remaining high-rise office block in Auckland, reflecting important 
changes in commercial design and the organisation of business in early 
twentieth-century New Zealand. 
Dan Arps flag title: Nu-universal hot spring egg
mixrice flag title: Upside-down building

7.  Barrington Building, 12 Customs St East | Daniel Webby 

This four storey warehouse was designed by John Currie and opened in 
1905. Gustav Kronfeld operated in it as a fruit and produce merchant until 
1915.  Born in Germany, he came to New Zealand from Samoa and used 
his connections to develop trade between Auckland and the Pacific Islands. 
In the 1970’s the Barrington Gallery occupied the first floor and in 1975 
an eight-shop arcade was installed on the ground floor linking Customs 
Street to Galway Street.
Information about the flag: Logotype as architecture - a home amongst 
the stars. Industrial abstraction both sanitary and stark. A neither-ground is 
established; rotationally symmetrical; modern through and though.

8. Maritime Building, 130 Quay St |  Claire Cooper

The building was designed in the late 1930s by the architects Chilwell and 
Trevithick for the NZ shipping company. Built of reinforced concrete with 
imported metal windows, this building is the epitome of modernity for the 
period, being a visual metaphor of rational design and solid construction. It 
is an interesting example of the glamorous Streamline-Moderne style made 
popular by Hollywood films in the 1930s.
Flag title: Knot; Link; Nexus; Tangle; Tie; Vinculum; Whorl; Yoke; Bond.  

9. Northern Steamship Company Building, 122-124 Quay St | Tony 
de Lautour

This building was completed in 1898, and reflects the city’s role as a major 
port at the end of the colonial period. The Northern Steamship Company 
was instrumental in the kauri gum, timber, farming and early tourism 
industries, and also provided social contact between coastal communities. 
The building is a reminder of the time when the wharf side area was a hub 
of maritime activity.
Flag title: Waving to a friend in London
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